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called the Budder and the Huwelee At this tune a set of
men of bad character, called Chardeeas, followed in the city
the trade of common informers The Chardeeas were a source
of revenue, and as the governments of that day had but one
idea—that of filling their coffers by any and every means—
they were esteemed by their rulers m proportion to the gam
which was acquired through their agency A common mode
of extorting money, pursued by the Chardeeas, was that of
accusmg respectable women of loose behaviour They some-
tunes also procured females of blemished characters to name as
their paramours men of wealth, from whom the Hindoo rulers,
on the ground of their immorality, exacted fines Of these the
Chardeeas retained a fixed share, but they also took care to
secure perquisites of their own appointment
The most notonous of these informers was a Waneeo named
Ootum, who lived in the division of the city called Shahpoor,
near which is the BhatwarS, This Chardeea, it is said,
attempted, without success, the virtue of Sudooba, the wife of
a Bhat named Huree Singh In revenge of his repulse he
brought against hei a false accusation of adultery, and having
procured officers from the Peshwah's governor, proceeded one
night to arrest her The Bhatun made many protestations of
innocence, and ineffectually appealed to the mercy of the
Chardee4 He refused to forgo his gam and his revenge
The officers were dragging her away, when the terrified woman
cried to her husband to preseive her honour by those dreadful
means which the Bhats well knew how to employ Huree
Singh, thus adjured, brought from his house his infant child,
and killing it, hung it up m its cradle to the branch of a mango
tree, which stands in the centre of Bhatwara Notwithstanding
this sacrifice Ootum remained inflexible, and repeatedly ordered
the officers to drag her along Sudooba, driven to desperation,
at last implored her husband to turn his sword upon herself
The fanatical Bhat, without hesitation, struck her head from
her body
The news spread as the night wore away, and the Bhats and
others who were accustomed to practice Traga, assembled at
the spot where the tragedy had been acted They considered
their own honour tarnished by the ill success of Huree Singh's

